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EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Dear Supervisors:

WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
FISCAL YEAR 2013-14 ANNUAL BUDGET
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 1, 2, 4, AND 5)
(3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

Approve the Watershed Conservation Authority's annual budget for Fiscal Year 2013-14 to continue
the development and implementation of multiuse projects to expand and improve the open space
and recreational opportunities for the conservation, restoration, and environmental enhancement of
the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers Watershed area consistent with the goals of flood
protection, water supply, groundwater recharge and water conservation, and authorize the Chief
Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District or her designee to contribute $25,500 to
the Watershed Conservation Authority.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

1. Approve the Fiscal Year 2013-14 Budget for the Watershed Conservation Authority.

2. Authorize the Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District or her designee to
contribute $25,500 to the Watershed Conservation Authority.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) is a joint powers agency comprised of the San
Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District (LACFCD). The purpose of the recommended actions is to approve
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the WCA's annual budget for Fiscal Year 2013-14 (Enclosure A) and approve the LACFCD's annual
contribution to the WCA in order to provide funding for the continuation of all WCA projects. The
Board's approval will allow the WCA to commence receipt and disbursements of funds in
conformance with the adopted budget.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1) by
collaborating cross jurisdictionally and developing a partnership to effectively manage and leverage
our resources.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

The proposed projects and other expenditures identified in the enclosed budget will be funded by the
WCA lease income and various grants awarded to the WCA. Approval of the budget will enable the
WCA to commence and continue implementing projects of mutual interest to the LACFCD and RMC.

The Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement (JPA) previously approved between the LACFCD and RMC
as described in more detail below, provides for both parties to make contributions to the WCA. The
value of the LACFCD's contribution shall not exceed $25,000 in any fiscal year, plus $500 per
annum to cover the costs of mailing notices and other required expenditures. Sufficient funds to
cover the LACFCD's contribution are included in the recommended Fiscal Year 2013-14 Flood
Control District Budget.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On April 1, 2003, Synopsis 34, the Board approved a JPA between the LACFCD and the RMC to
create the WCA. Creation of the WCA was authorized pursuant to the Joint Exercise of Powers Act
under Government Code, Section 6500, et. seq. The role of the WCA is to facilitate the development
and implementation of a comprehensive program to improve open space and recreational
opportunities within the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers Watershed that are consistent
with the goals of flood protection, water supply, groundwater recharge, and water conservation. The
WCA is also empowered to acquire and protect lands for watershed protection, conservation, natural
open space, and recreational purposes.

The JPA entered into by the LACFCD and the RMC contains several terms and conditions regarding
fiscal controls over expenditures of public funds. The WCA is required to adopt an annual budget in
a form approved by the LACFCD and RMC. The WCA may only disburse funds pursuant to a
budget that has been adopted by the WCA and approved by the Board and the governing board of
the RMC.

The WCA budget for Fiscal Year 2013-14 has been adopted by the governing board of the WCA and

approved by the governing board of the RMC. Copies of the WCA and RMC Resolutions are
enclosed (Resolution Nos. 2013-16 and 2013-09, respectively).

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The approval of the WCA's annual budget is not a project pursuant to the California Environmental
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Quality Act (CEQA) because it is an activity that is excluded from the definition of a project by
Section 15378(b) of the CEQA Guidelines. This proposed action is a fiscal activity that does not
involve any commitment to a specific project, which may result in a potentially significant physical
impact on the environment.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The project will not have an impact on current County services or projects currently planned. The
LACFCD will gain benefit from this action through the sustained operation of the WCA, the continued
partnership with the RMC in developing projects of mutual interest, and increasing its ability to
approve the distribution of funding.

CONCLUSION

Please return four adopted copies of this letter to the Department of Public Works, Watershed
Management Division.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director
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C. Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)

County Counsel
Executive Office























